
Klinika dr Cyntii Maung potrzebuje funduszy

KaŜdy, kto odwiedził tajsko-birmańskie pogranicze, z pewnością odwiedził, albo choćby
usłyszał o klinice doktor Cynthii Maung i o niej samej.  Klinika Mae Tao udziela bezpłatnej
pomocy medycznej wszystkim potrzebującym uciekinierom i migrantom z Birmy. Na
początku grudnia bieŜącego roku dr Cynthia Maung stwierdziła, Ŝe niezbędne są  dodatkowe
środki, aby klinika mogła się utrzymać. – Wzrastająca liczba migrantów i pacjentów
przekraczających granice z Tajlandią spowodowało nadweręŜenie funduszy przeznaczonych
na opiekę medyczną i szkolenia. Światowy kryzys ekonomiczny spowodował zmniejszenie
się liczby darczyńców, przy rosnących potrzebach. Doktor Maung potwierdza, Ŝe otrzymuje
regularne wsparcie, ale zwiększa się liczba migrantów i pracujących na czarno, tym samym
zwiększa się ilość pacjentów. Klinika powstała w 1989 r. na granicy tajsko-birmańskiej w
Mae Sot leczy się tam 50 % mieszkańców Birmy, którzy przeszli granice z tajlandią . Obecnie
klinika posiada 200 łóŜek i zatrudnia ok. 1.700 personelu w pracy w klinice i serwisach
edukacyjnych.  Dodatkowo przyjmuje ok. 1000 osób dziennie w departamencie poza kliniką .
Przez ostatnie dwa lata międzynarodowe organizacje, które wspierały finansowo
Birmańczyków na uchodźstwie, przekazują coraz więcej funduszy organizacjom wewnątrz
kraju, pozostawiając organizacje na uchodźstwie bez odpowiedniego wsparcia, co powoduje
zmniejszenie bą,dz ograniczenie działalności.
Dr Cyntia Maung była nominowana do nagrody nobla w 2008 r. w 2002 otrzymała nagrodę
Ramon Magsaysay od rządu filipińskiego. W 2003 r. została wybrana jako Azjatycki bohater
przez gazetę the Times. Przyznano jej 13 międzynarodowych  nagród za prace humanitarną.
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Mae Tao clinic needs emergency funds

December 1, 2009: New Delhi, The Mae Tao clinic, which offers free medical service in Mae Sot on the Thai-
Burma border to all Burmese people, needs emergency funding, Dr. Cynthia Maung who runs it said.

An increasing number of migrants and patients crossing into Thailand have led to the cash crunch for the free
clinic.  It has hit health care and education services.

"The number of people who avail of our services is increasing. Similarly in education and child care sectors, we
need more funds as the number of child patients is also mounting. All organizations providing education and
health care services are facing difficulties due to the fund shortage," Dr. Cynthia Maung told Mizzima.

"We need more donors. Though they are increasing in number but the amount is declining in the backdrop of the
global economic downturn as they are cutting their aid fund," she added.

They are facing shortage of fund for their services as there is an annual growth in the number of patients coming
to them.

The international organizations have not yet stopped regular funding but the term of some projects have been
completed so they had to adjust their expenditure in their overall services.

International donors give funds to Mae Tao clinic once in every five or seven years.



"I don't mean regular funding has declined but health care services and awareness programmes for migrant
workers always need funding as the number of patients is increasing and we have to adjust our overall
expenditure as some projects have ended," Dr. Cynthia Maung said.

"If this situation remains unchanged, we will face severe shortage of funds in our health care services as the
number of patients and migrant workers are increasing," Dr. Cynthia Maung said.

International humanitarian agencies from over 10 countries including United States, Norway, Sweden,
Netherlands, Canada, Britain and Italy are currently providing assistance to the clinic.

Following the Clinic was set up in 1989 in the Thai-Burmese border town of Mae Sot, 50 per cent of Burmese
migrant workers in Thailand and 50 per cent of Burmese, who crossed over to Thailand, are being treated in the
clinic.

Currently, the clinic has a 200-bed hospital and employs about 1,700 staff members in its health care and
education services.

Moreover there are over 1,000 daily patients in the Out-patient Department (OPD) ward of the clinic.

Over the last two years, International donor organizations, which are funding Burmese organizations in exile,
have channelled more and more of their funds to domestic organizations, leaving exiled Burmese organizations
to face a fund crunch in their activities as funding is either being cut or not being increased.

“We don't object to their funding being provided in [inside] Burma. It will be useful and effective if these funds
go to the needy people. This way, the number of people coming to border clinics will decrease,” Dr. Cynthia
Maung said.

An official of an international aid organization, which provides funds to Burmese organizations in exile, said that
it will be a mistake if donors cut or reduce funds to these health care service organizations such as Mae Tao
clinic.

Dr. Cynthia Maung was nominated for the 2008 Nobel Peace prize and awarded the Ramon Magsaysay prize in
2002 by the Philippines government. She was also selected as one of the Asian heroes by Times magazine in
2003. She has been awarded a total of 13 international prizes so far for her noble humanitarian work. Former US
first lady Laura Bush paid a visit to her and her clinic in August 2008 during her visit to Thailand.
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